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SOUNDS ALTERNATIVE -
DEAR NIMBERS,
| JELCOME TO THE TENTH EDITION OF 'SOUNDS ALTERNATIVE' - STILL IRELAND'S ONLY FREE
RADIO MAGAZINE! THIS IS CUR FIRST ISSUE OF THE EIGHTIES AND HOPEFULLY THERE WILL Bv RANY NORE.
WE INTENDED GOING TO PRESS IN EARLY KARCH, LUT OWING TO THS SAD ENDING OF RADIO CARCLINZ, IT. «AS.
DECIDED TO HOLD OVER PUBLICATION IN ORDER TO COVER THE FULL STORY — THE DETAILS APPEAR BELCH IN
OUR LEADING ARTICLE. SAD NEWS ALSO ABOUT ALTERWATIVE RADIO DUBLIN WHO CLOSED DOWN AT TH: IND CF
LAST YEAR, GOCD NE4S THOUGH AS WS HEAK THE CITIZEN'S BAND RADIO IS TO B LEGALISED, WZ ALSO FEATUL
. THE RESULTS OF A SURVEY CONDUCTED FOR RADIO CAROUSEL IN DUNDALK, THE FINDINGS ARE MOST INTERESTIRG.
WE ALSO HAVE OUR COMPREHENSIVE *TUNE IN' GUIDE TO ALL THE IRISH FREE RADIO STATIONS ON THE AIR.
FINALLY, WE WOULD LIKE TO DRAW OUR RSADER'S ATTENTICN TO THE FACT TEAT SINGLE COPIZS AND BACK ISSBES
OF *S.A.' ARE NO LONGER BEING SOLD. THIS IS BECAUSE IT IS T0OO COSTLY FOR US TO GET SINGL: COPIES..
PRINTED. AS ALWAYS, WE WELCOME YCUR LETTERS AND COMMENTS ON THE MAGAZINE AND INDEZD ON ANY ASPECT

OF FREE RADIO. Kieran Nurray, EDITOR, ,

RADIO CAROLINE SHIP SINKS IN FORCE 9 GAlE......

Radio Caroline which has been broadcasting for the past 16 years, sank in the early hours of Thursday
20th of March., The station's ship, the ¥V Mi Amigo was swamped by waves 13 miles off the coast of
Essex, just shortly after a lifeboat had rescued its crew of four including two British Disc Jockeys.
The Mi Amigo had been in difficulty all night after breaking away from her mooring near Southend,
and drifted onto a sandbank, The four crewmembers were taken by lifeboat to Sheerness where, after
being treated to tea at the jolice station, they were released, However, they were told that they
would be reported to the Director of Public Prosecutions under the Marine Broadcasting (0ffences)

Act 1967, the legislation originally intended to silence Radio Caroline and the other pirate statiens

None of the crew was injured; they included Nigel Latko of Bournemouth, Timothy Lewis of
suffolk, Nigel Tibbles of Rayleigh Essex and Ton Lathoower from Amsterdam. Fr, Tibbles said later

that those on board had worked the pumps until coast guards insisted they left the ship. After they
left a mountainuous wave lifted the ship and she sunk to the bottom quickly in 25 foot of water.

"Je don't think it is holed. It was Jjust swaumped by the size of the waves", remarked a
Dover Coastguard spokesman, Mr. Charles Bowry, coxwain of the lifeboat, said:™The operation to get
the crew off took twelve hours, It was the hairiest rescve 1 have ever done", An RAF helicopter
from Manston flew back over the ship in daylight and reported the ship's transmitting mast towering
over 100 feet out of the water. The spot where the ship sank - 30 miles south of Claction - is in
a tidal wash and the depth of the water varies between 10 and 25 feet,

Caroline's owners and backers in Spain and Holland indicated that broadcasts would be
resumed as soon as possible, in a new ship, to serve its estimated 500,000 listeners in Britain &
the Continent., The station began broadcasting at Easter 1964 and for many years, stationed off the
British coast, atracted an audience of millions listening to a 24-hour output of pop music.

. FRC-IRELAND first learned of the disaster on 'The News at One' from Ulster Television/ITN
which was followed by extensive reports on 'The News at 5,45' and 'The News at Ten'., BEC's main
news bulleins also carried the story as did RT&'s radio and TV news service, Radin Caroline was the
original pirate station, the innovator of all-day 'pop radio', and more recently set a precedent by
becoming Europe's only 24-hour album music station.

HARSH PENALTIES IN STCRE FOR THE PIRATES.cc...

The Minister for Posts & Telegravhs Albert Reynolds is expected to introduce the new Rill on
Independent Local Radio in the coming months and certainly before the end of the year, What will
happen once legislation is finalised, and it has many stages to go through, is that an Independent
Local Radio Authority will be formed, The ILRA will have complete autonomy and will issue licences
at its own discretion, In the meantime, a Bill has already been introduced which will, when passed,
deal severepenalities - £10,000 fines and prision sentences to those who continue to make unlicenced
broadcasts. However, the Minister has decided to exempt CB Radio operators fror this bill ard it is
widely believed that Mr. Reynolds intends licencing CB radio (See article on CB radio),

| COMMUNITY A4DIO FOXROCKeooeos

CiF is the cormunity radio station for the Foxrock area of Dublin, The station transrits on 98 Mz
VEF and has a radious of about 2 miles. The service is also available through certzin cable Radio/
TV systems and reception is satisfactory. They.aim=to cater for the local community in a non-cormerc-
inl way. The musical content is divided as follows: 605 pop, rock and semi-rock music, 20% classical
' country and western and ceili music, and the remaining 20% is devoted to local ﬁews, chat and

' outside broadcssts. The station Broadcasts cvery Sunday from 10,00 to 7.00pm and relays from 10.€6
gto 12 Noon the FRC-IRELAND SHOA4, CRF's telechone line is: (01) 89 46 31.
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END OF A TvO YEAR REIGN FOR ALTERNATIVE RADIO DUBLIN 257 METHES...ss0
ARD (or Alternative Radio Dublin) one of Dublin's and Ireland's best known local commercial. °*
radio station, closed down for good on 3lst of December 1979, Cn, 'The Final Hour' of AlD,

Station Director Bernard Llewellyn came on the air to explain his reasons for closing the station,
In an emotive message to the listeners, Mr Llewellyn explained that it was necessary to cease oper-

stions in order to prepare for sn application for a licence, the idea being that the station would
stand a better chance of receiving such a licence if it were not in operation at the tire of applic-
ation. Let us take a brief look back at the eventful history of ARD starting in 13763 The first
transmission from ARD was in July 1976 on 217 metres M¢, transmission quality was good, but utput
power was poor, Transmissions were at weekends only for about four hours. Then in 1977 Doctor Con,
after parting ways with Eanonn Cooke (Radio Dublin), offered ALD a permanent location in his house
in Cabra (a north Dublin suburb) and the station moved to 257 metres, In January 1678 the station
moved to a prestigious four-storey Georgian House in Belvedere Place. Until this time, local radio
in Dublin had ment low budget, poor quality and occasional broadcasting, January 26th 1978, saw ARD
forging ahead with plans to cover the Budget Debate due on Webruary lst, with Howard ¥inlay recruit-
ed to report from the Dail (Irish Parliament) and a panel of experts to comment in the studis,
March 1978 saw the commencement of 'Community Programmes' such as 'Local Line' with Peigin Doyle,
Live Issue' with Brian Trench, 'Consumer Checkpoint' with Mary Harding and 'World of Sport’ with
‘ony Reid. October 1978 trchnical problems which had bedeviled ihe station, causing uneven reception
snd poor quality signal, were finally overcome and a new, custom built transmitter gave the best
modulated, most even and strongest signal of any publin station, June 1979 sees ARD's finest hour
as a local radio station when the only count by count reports on the Furopean and Local Elections
were given on ARD, _

Auturn 1979 sees another visit by Bernard Llewellyn to Capital Radio in London leading to
a changed format for the station, whcich results in ARD becoming clearly the most popular xadio
station in Dublin City. November 1979 ARD moves to a new studio, but its not a big move as the stud -
io is next door, December 1979 the Directors announce that ARD is to close on 3lst of December 1979
bringing a highly exciting and successful two-year reign to a close,

However, thae same can not be said for the opening of Radio 257, Only those in the radio
~ircle knew that the plan was to open a new station on 257 metres which would incorporate all the
oid ARD staff, txansmitter and sound equipment, but without Bernard Llewellyn participating or using
the name 'ARD', However, on the 1lst of January 1980, when ARD's transmitter was switched off,

Radio City which up until then had been transmitting on 260 metres, made a swift change in frequency
to 257 metres. Radio 257 also began transmitiing on 257 metres and the result w.s severe interferen-
ce to both stations. Clearly, one or other of the stations had to move, and after much heated dis-
cussion and Radio City's intransigance, Radio 257 moved to Radio City's old frequency of 260 wmetres.
Relations between the two stations are very sour with one making allegations against the >ther,
Allegations of aerial cutiing and transmitter sabotaging continue, liore recently, relations between
Radio Dublin and Radio City have deteriorated arising out of complaints of interference to the
former by the latter in certain parts of Dublin City.

RADIO CAROUSEL SURVEYo.eoae

One of the most successful Commercial radio stations ever to come on the radio scene, recently
comissioned Irish Marketing Surveys Ltd. to corduct a survey to find out how many people listened
to RADIO CAROUSEL within a 35 mile radious of the station, situated in Dundalk, The audience survey
vwas carried out over a seven day period between January 12th and 19th, during wnich seven hundred
people were interviewed. The results show that: 1) 69.8% of the population in the Dundalk area, or
seven out of every ten people, . listen to RADIO CAROUSEL on a daily basis. This fizure compares with
11% for KT® Radio 2. 2) In Northern Irelard, 2%% listen to RADIO CARCUSIL, This compares with %
for RTE Radio 1 and £% for RTE Radio 2. 3) RADIO CARCUSEL is 12%% ahead of Downtown Radio in the
surveyed area. 4) One :in four people listen to 'Late Night Radio' on RADIC CAROUSEL, This is 2%
times more than Radio Luxembourg and almost three times more than RTE Radio 2, 5) RADIO CARCUSEL
has a balanced audience, The age bracket is as follows: 15 - 24 31%, 25 - 34 3%, 35 - 49 364,

6) The biggest single catagory of listener is the housewife, 7) The most listened to pregrarme on
PATTIO CAROUSEL is 'Country Call' between 12 nocn and 1.00pm daily. 8) 8% >f the population in the
surveyed area has VHF radio; RADIO CARCUSEL also broadcasts on VHF Stereo, 98.4 Miz, in conjunction
with Medium Wave 265 metres/1134 KiloHertz.

BADIO CAKOUSEL commenced broadcasting on May 20th 1978, and since then the station has
gone from strength to strength, The results of the above survey substantiates this, Next May the
station will celebrate its second birthday. Everyone at PRC-ISELAND wishes them every succes? for

T o : 3 h y s DX Svpot on RADIO 'CanrOUSEL Saturiays
the future. N.B. FRC members way like to note that there 1s pot ’ (FQ')’
at 9.45am, dealing with listeners reception reports, presented by Kieran Murray (FRG).
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CITIZ nH BAND RADIO TO BE LEGALISED IN IRELAND-AND THAT'S OFF1CIAL'tlL!!

lreland's Minister for Communications Fr Albert Reynolds appears to have reversed policy in Zl

the Department of Posts & Telegraphs towards the operation of CB radios, The kinister recently con-
firmed that he is to legalise CB radio despite the advise of his top Civil Servants. Details of the
Finister's plans are not yet available but he has ordered an investigation in his department into the
implications of such a move,

An interim report has shiown that the risk of interferance to RT® and other users of
existing radio services would be minimal, But final decisions on frequencies must await more detailed
information about developments elsewhere, As he saw it - (B radio, if it was forced to use definite
wavebands, was not a hazard to TV reception, Ir Reynolds said in a recent newspaper article that he
was in favour of licencing CB radio, but he had to consider the situation in Zurope before deciding
on what band to allocate to CB's, In Buropean countries, where C3s are permitted, the 27 Iz frequenc;
is used, whereas US users have been noved to the 35 MHz frequency. Mr Reynolds added that he was
satisfied that the CB people were policing themselves pretty well and operators who used offensive
languare, for instance, were isolated from other members,

In February of this year, the Minister received a lonz distance telegram of eonzratulatior
for asreeinz to legalise the use of CB radios. The kind words came in a messagze from the Swiss CB
Club, Region 62, Muttenz, which praised him for his "Democratic far sighted decision to legalise
Citizen Band radio in Ireland," |

Latest news we have is that the lMinister for Communications intends deleting
severe penaliies from the Broadcasting & Vireless Telegraphy Zill which were to have been imposed
against owners of CB radios., Finally, the Finister concluded that CB radio was a help to truck driverc
to people in rural Ireland who felt isolated, and drivers caught in bad traffic congestion,
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FRC -~ IKELAND RADIO PROGHRAMIES.ccceceas

Listeners in Ireland ard the rest of the world have a choice of two FRC shows every sunday, both of
which are available on a number of frequencies. the details are as follows;

SOUTHSIDE #ADIO (Bray); the programme runs from 10.00-13.C0 hours and is transmitted on 300m/100CK:z
Medium Wave, The Short Wave relays are on 11443 IKliz (2Smb)courtesy of Radio Condor and on 6280 illz
(48mb) courtesy of Vlestside Radio, The programme is compiled and presented by MARC BOLAN.

BIG D RADIOj;the programme runs from J0.00-12.CC hours and is transmitted on 273 m/1116 KHz Medium ¥Wave
and on 98 NFz VHF courtesy of Community Radio Foxrock. This programme is relaved in the last Sunday in
overy month on Shortwave 11463 K4 (25mb) by Radio Condor, The programre is jointly rresented by
“evin Murray and Bernard Lyons.

If you have any interesting pieces of radio information vwhich you would like to have mentioned on
either FRC show, then write to us at; FRC Show, Southside Radio, Bray County Wicklow, OR FRC Show,
Big D Radio, €5 Lower Carden Street, Dublin 2. Remember, 2 lot of prevaration goes into these pro-
grarnwes, so 40 support them by tuning in every Suniay,



% Please note that this list includeg °
E; only the stations that are Ymown to &e

' ‘ #ctive at the time of gzoing to press.

M [f you know of any Free or Commercial
-i3 stations currently active, and not inc-
@ luded in this *Tune-In'section, rlease
ff write to the Editor sucnlying full det-
-8 4 7ils - Thanks.

STATION NANME WAVELENGTH DAYS & TIFES OF BRCADCASTING

>
""""

BIG D RADIC (Dublin) 273 metres 24 hours per day.

BIG L RAPIO (Limerick) 196 metres 06.00 to 02.00 hours, non-stop at weelkends,

BIG M RADIO (NMonaghan) 223 metres 09,00 to 21.00 hours, Mon-Sat. only.

BRAY LOCAL BROADCASTING 365 metres 11.00 to 23.00 hours daily,

BOYNESIDE RAPIO (Drogheda) 225 metres 8.00 to 21.00 hours daily.

CAPITOL RAPIC (Cork) 227 metres 08.00 to 02.00 hours MNon-Fri.,non-stor at weekends
CAPITOL RADIO (Dublin) 226 metres 08.00 to 01.30 hours daily.

COMMUNITY RADIO FOXROCK 98 MHz FM Sundays 10.C0 to 19.00 hours. (Carries FRC Show).
COMMUNITY RADIO YCOUGHAL 199 metres 11.30-13.30/ 16.30-18.30(Fon-Fri),10.00-12.30(Sat.)
CORK *BROADCASTING COMPANY 215 metres 08.00 to 24.C0 hours daily,

CORK CITY LOCAL RADIO 197 metres 07.00 to 17.00 hours daily.

INDEPENDENT RADIQ DRUNSHAN, 186 metres 19.00 to 22.00 hours (Mon~Fri), 14.00-16.00 (Sun.)
INDEPENDENT RADIO SLIGO 257 metres 08,00 to 02.00 hours daily.

INDEPENDENT RADIC THURLES 230 metres 11.30 to 23.30 hours daily.,

KILDARE COMMUNITY RADIO 230 metres transmits daily.

KILKENNY COMMUNITY RADIO 217 metres 07.30 to 22.00 hours (Mon-Fri), non-ston weekends.
KERRY COMMUNITY RADIO 188 metres 08.00 to 19.00 hours daily.

LIMERICK BROADCASTING CIMPNY.270 metres transmits daily,

NORTHERN RADIC (Omeath) 232 metres 09.00 to 21.00 hours daily.

NORTH EAST RADIO (Dundalk) 251 metres 24 hours per day.

RADIO CAROLINE DUBLIN 192 metres 10.00 to 24.00 hours Sundays.

RADIO CARCUSEL (Dundalk) 265 m / 98.4 FM Stereo 07.00 to 24.00 daily.

RADIO CITY (Dublin) 257 metres 24 rours per day. |
RADIO CITY (Siigo) 230 metres transmits daily up to 24.00 hours.

RADIQ DUBLIN 253 m/91.8 FM 07,00 to 03.15 hours(NMon-Fri), non-stor at weckends
RADIO LIMERICK 216 metres ¢8.00 to 24.CO hours daily,

RADIO TRALEE 255 metres transmits daily,

SOUTHSIDE RADIO (Bray) 300 metres 07.00 to 02,00 hours daily (FRC Show Sun, 10.00-13Q0
SUIRSIDE RADIO (Waterford) 257 m/98.7 Fu 07.00 to 24.00 hours daily.

WATERFOKD LOCAL RADIO 252 metres 08.00 to 21.00 hours daily.

WESTSIDE RADIO "INTERNATIONAL 6280 KHz 10,00 to 13.00 hours every Sunday (Carries ¥RC Show)

RADICO CCNECR INTERNATICNAL 6243/11463 Kiz 10.00 to 13.00 hours every Sunday (Carries FRC Show)

STATION ADDRESSES:

Big D Radio, 85 Lower Camden Street, Dublin 2, Biz L Radio, 13 Ellen Street, Limerick, Big M Radio,
Bree, Castleblaney, Co, Monaghan., BLB, 8 Goldsmith Terrace, Quinnsborough Rd., Bray, Co. Wickdw
Boyneside Radio, 14 Mill Lane, Trinity St., Drogheda. Capitol Radio, 51 Oliver Ilunkett St., Cork.
Capitol Radio,36 Bachelor's Walk,Dublin 1. CRY, Youghal Co. Cork. CBC, 36 St.Patrick's Quay, Cork,
CCLR, 2A French Church St,, Cork, IRD, Drumshanbo, Co. Leitrim, IES, 15 Lord Bdwamri St.,91izo,

IRT, 29 Matthew Ave., Thurles Co Tipperary, KCR, St Martin's, Naas, Co. Kildare, XCR, Ballycallan
Road, Kilkenny, KCR, Church St, Tralee Co. Kerry, NER, Farl St.,Dundalk, Co Leuth, RCD, c/o Disk-It,
Finglas Village, Dublin. Radio Carousel, Dundalk Shopping Centre, Dundalk, CO Louth, Radio City,
Capel Arcade, Capel St., Dublin 1» fadio Dublin, 58 Inchicore Road, Dublin 10, Radio Limerick,Abbey
Advertising, 47 0'Connell St., Limerick, Radio Tralee, c/b Keily's Record Shop, 4 The N¥all, Tralee,
Co Kerry, Southside Radio, ¢/o In The ifood Records, Bray, Co, Wicklow., Suirside Radio, 50 Patrick St,

Waterford, ﬁ;g, Wa@g{fggéﬂ§§922}ng Centre, Waterford, WRIZRCI, gyngZLjﬁggﬁLgaiQn_Enadﬁ_Ih&ﬂJ;L£L._--—-
f If an 'X'" aprears in the tox 'SOUYDS ALTERNATIVE' ISSUE NUMBBER Talv.
f on the left, then please renew Editor: Kieran Murray, Published by; Fil-IRILAID
‘ your subscription as soon as 93 Charleston Road, Ranelagh, Dublin &, Irelard.
' possible! Enclose your name Printed by; Hedges Ltd., Wynnefield Place, D 6,
and address with payment. Thank you, Contributers; L.¥.R., Communiiy Radio Foxrock,

Alternative Radio Dublin, and others.
Next Issue: ¥ay/June 1980. ©FLCI Farch 1580,
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